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I. Why is praying for others so important?  
Because, Jesus’ mandate set forth for us in Luke 4:18-19: (amplified version) can not be accomplished without ministry to others.

The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon Me, because He has anointed Me [the Anointed One, the Messiah] to preach the good news (the Gospel) to the poor; He has sent Me to announce release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to send forth as delivered those who are oppressed [who are downtrodden, bruised, crushed, and broken down by calamity], to proclaim the accepted and acceptable year of the Lord [the day when salvation and the free favors of God profusely abound
· Jesus taught us to pray “Your kingdom come, your will be done”.  
· We are to be Kingdom people who:
Administer God’s grace

Convey to people how valuable they are to Jesus.  

“Heal the sick (spiritually, emotionally and physically) that are there and tell them, the Kingdom of God is near you.” Luke 10:9

II. Ministering to others is a normal part of who we are as Christians 
· Goal is to be a church of Kingdom minded people, not just a church with a prayer ministry.  
· God has given us all spiritual gifts to use to accomplish Kingdom work 
· Not just for the “prayer warriors” 
· God wants to demonstrate His power and love through us to a broken and hurting world outside of the church.  

III. Why don’t more people pray for others?
· A lack of basic biblical understanding of prayer.  
· They are afraid to pray aloud for fear of embarrassment.  
· They don’t believe God will hear or answer their prayers, especially when praying for healing for someone.
IV. Training and Equipping your church how to pray for others
· Developing a prayer training pathway 
Consider your audience and where they are in their development and interest level.  

Spiritual Development:

· Seeker –  “Help me God” 

· Follower – “Change me God” 
· Owner – “Use me God”
· Reproducer – “Show me others to train God”
Interest:

· Those not yet awakened to importance of praying for others
· Interested seekers 

· People who are passionate for prayer for others

People not yet awakened - We must bring prayer to them.  These are people who are either seekers or followers are yet to develop their own personal prayer discipline and may have lots of questions. 
Ways to Reach:

· Teaching about prayer from the stage on the weekends

· Having prayer visible – people who receive prayer often become those most passionate about giving it away to others

· Host church wide interactive prayer rooms that tie in with a weekend series

· Create DVD based learning on your website

· Small Groups – DVD based curriculum or prayer trainers to small groups to train them on how to minister to each other

· Basic Personal Prayer workshops 

· What is prayer and how do I pray?

· Why do some prayers go unanswered?

· Why pray in the name of Jesus

Interested seekers – These are usually people who are moving from the follower to owner stages.  They may have been recipients of prayer and know it’s power.  

Offer trainings that begin with the basics and progressively advance in degree of difficulty.  These trainings will often draw people who God has been stirring an interest in praying for others.  
Ways to Reach:

· Personal Prayer Classes – Praying God’s promises, Experiencing God:  Knowing & Doing the Will of God, Hearing God

· Beginners Intercession 

· How to Pray with Others

· How to Hear from God (Prophetic Training)
· Biblical and balanced teaching on divine healing

· Spiritual gifts – what are they and how do I use them?

People passionate for prayer – People who are comfortable praying with others often need to be challenged to a higher level.  Advanced classes help in raising their skill level, but support and care more important than training for those on ministry teams
Ways to Reach:
· Personal Prayer Classes - Contemplative and Centering Prayer, Prayer & Fasting

· Spiritual Freedom (deliverance)
· Emotional Healing

· Divine Healing – taking it to the streets
· Prophetic Evangelism

· Helpful Training Tips
· Try to keep the trainings approximately 25 - 30% teaching and 70 - 75% hands on exercises.
· Don’t assume anything about what your audience already knows.  It may be something they already know, but it will either re-affirm it or re-direct it.  
· Keep the trainings a safe place to make mistakes and encourage, encourage, encourage!
· Explain the small stuff.  Things we take for granted may be new for someone else.  
· Keep what is said in the trainings, in the trainings.
· Expect God to move!  Just because we are practicing doesn’t mean God is.
· What Pastors often have to shepherd when training and equipping people in Kingdom ministry.

· Avoiding formulaic approaches to praying 

· Seeking the miraculous 
· Spiritual Pride 

· Manifestations 

· Hyper-Spiritual Language

· Loosing the Heart of Jesus for the Person

VCC Prayer Training Pathway
Designed for people to learn and grow personally:
Prayer – 6 weeks and is DVD based; written by Phillip Yancey

Personal Prayer Workshop – more advanced personal prayer class

How to Pray with Others 9:00 – 3:30


Learning to Hear from God (Prophetic Training) 9:00 – 1:00


Healing Today

Designed for people who will be on a ministry team


Prayer Ministry Skills Training – 3 hour training

Healing Center Prayer Partner Training – 3 hours


Healing Today


Spiritual Freedom


Healing Room Training

